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We’re Not Just Monthly Meetings! 
We accomplished a lot in 2009! 

What  will you help us accomplish in 2010? 



Fishy News   
   Both the Siletz and Alsea Rivers had been putting out 
chrome-bright winter steelhead prior to last week’s rains 
and high waters. Randy Wilson and clients have done 
well on the Siletz since mid-December with mostly 
hatchery fish being landed. The rivers are dropping and 
should be in good shape by the end of this week. 
    Fishery managers are predicting 470,000 Spring     
Chinook to the lower Columbia this year. This would be 
the largest return since counting began at Bonneville in 
1938. Willamette predictions will be released this week 
but should be about 60,000. Plenty of fish for a full sport 
fishery. Two websites that are worth visiting are: 
www.oregonh2o.com 
www.oregonlive.com/sports/oregonian/bill_monroe 

Fish Counts   
    
As of December 30th, 560 Winter Steelhead have 
crossed Willamette Falls. This compares to 231 by this 
date in 2008 and only 764 fish in 2007.  
   The Foster Trap on the South Santiam is closed. 
   
   

A Fishing Yarn 
It was 5:30 a.m. Thursday morning. Rod Lester, Don 
Heintzman, and Steve Christensen were on their way to 
fish for that great prehistoric fish the white sturgeon. You 
can call them by a lot of names but you would never call 
them beautiful. After launching at the Fishing Hole and a 
short run down river we anchored in app. 40 ft. of water 
lashed smelt on a single barb-less semi circle hooks    
below a 6 or 8 oz. sinkers dropped the riggings to the 
bottom and waited for a bite. An average fish catch for 3 
fishermen in a full day of fishing is around 30 to 70 fish 
which makes for a lot of fun, but catching a keeper is not 
so easy. 
A legal to keep fish must measure no less than 38” from 
the tail fork to nose tip and not over 54” tail fork to nose 
tip. We didn’t have to wait long before the first sturgeon 
was on. The fish that are undersized are called shakers 
and the fish over 54” are just called oversized. When 
they take your bait you can not tell a small shaker from a 
large oversize but there are two things you can always 
count on, first you will miss a lot of hookups as it is not 
possible to tell just when to set the hook. The other thing 
you can count on is a good fight from the shakers, a    
terrific fight from a keepers and a long hard and often a 
chase for an oversize, if you choose to land one. One was 
hooked on this trip but was deliberately broken off to 
save time and energy. The approximate keeper rate is one 
fish per day for three fishermen. As the first fish came to 
the boat on Steve’s 12 weight ugly stick fly-rod with an 
Alvey reel loaded with 150 yards of 65 pound test    
Spectra line, it was the first of many shakers to be caught 
that day. Rod brought in the first fish we measured at 
37½” with a deformed tail that turned a keeper into a 
very lucky non-keeper that had to be released. Several 
more fish had to be measured but were just not long 
enough. Steve was finally into a fish that was pulling line 
off his reel with the tip of his rod bent into the mighty  

Columbia which encouraged us to believe we may have 
a keeper on and as his line began to trace out and rise 
above the surface we knew it was going to jump and as 
it came bursting through the surface completely clear of 
the water exposing its size we knew we had a keeper. 
Not long after the first keeper was properly cared for 
Don had a fish on that was pulling line and acting like it 
might be a keeper also pulling his rod tip into the water 
and the longer he fought it the more sure we were and 
after a great fight our second keeper was being brought 
onboard. The two fishing trips previous Rod was the top 
rod catching the only keepers. But this trip his guests 
were the lucky ones. Sturgeons are not real particular 
about what they eat though they prefer some things at 
different times but can be caught on all kinds of bait. A 
big plus for sturgeon fishing is you usually catch a good 
number of fish and when you do get a keeper the flavor 
of this great fish is superb and can be baked, fried,    
barbecued, or boiled. 
If you haven’t been sturgeon fishing or haven’t been 
lately give it a try but be sure you are in a boat that the 
captain knows what he is doing. My suggestion is hiring 
a guide like for instance our past president Bill Kremers, 
or if you are taking your own boat on the Columbia for 
the first time visit with someone who has been there and 
knows what it takes to be safe as this can be a very 
tricky and dangerous river. 
Some of the length measurements have been changed to 
keep up with present regulations. Good fishing. 
Steve Christianson 



January Program 
January 6th at 7:00 pm Albany Senior Center 

   
This month’s program will be OSP Game and Linn County Marine officers. They will talk 
about and answer questions regarding current regulations, poaching, boating laws and     
invasive species. 
 
Future programs include Bussard & Son Tents (February); Guides Jack & Brandon Glass 
and ANWS Executive Officers (March);  Tatman Wooden Drift Boats (April): Koffler 
Boats (May): Pavati Boats  (June). 
 
         
     

South Santiam Steelhead Spawning  
Season is Here 

 
   We had the first summer steelhead spawn of the year 
on Tuesday, Dec.22. There were only 31 females ready 
so it was a short day. Eight Chapter members showed up 
to help. The next spawning will be Wednesday, January 
6th. Spawnings will occur every other Wednesday. If 
you get there by 9 am the fish should be sorted and 
ready to go after donuts and coffee at 10:00am. Brett is 
looking for 100 to be ready on the 6th.. 
   Talk to Don Wenzel if you need more information   
(926-8146). 

Raffle tickets 
  

  Sales are pretty good so far and we will have more   
organized ticket sales throughout the winter. Once 
again, if every member would buy a book of tickets then 
we could limit the number of outside sales necessary.              
This is your chance to show support for your Chapter 
and Association by spending $20 bucks. That's less than 
dinner at an eatery!!! More information is available 
from Don Heintzman. His contact info is on page one of 
the newsletter. 

Chapter Fishing Derbies 
  

   The chapter board of Directors has agreed to continue 
to have the fishing derby trophies engraved with the     
winner's information for each derby. There will be one 
steelhead and one Chinook winner each year. We won't 
have any signup sheets but will register all entries at the 
raffle table. A photo of the fish & angler would be     
appreciated. We will also have entry sheets available for 
those who want them. The weight or length/girth    
measurements and a witness is all that is needed to enter 
your fish. The fall Chinook derby will end at the     
January meeting and the winter Steelhead derby will end 
at the April meeting. Winners will be announced and 
trophies awarded at the chapter banquet in April. 

Scout Lock-in Coming Up 
   Your help is needed on Friday evening, January 15th 
for this fun event. Our Chapter holds a casting         
demonstration/contest as one of the many fun events for 
these hundreds of locked-in cub scouts throughout the 
evening. At least 12 members are needed to assist these 
kids and give them a hand-tied fly as a reward.  



 
 

         Mark Your Calendars!              
 
January 6th– Steelhead Spawning @ SS Hatchery 
                     Chapter meeting at 7:00pm 
January 15th– Cub Scout Lock-In Help Needed! 
January 20th– Steelhead Spawning @ SS Hatchery 
                       Chapter Board meeting at 7:00pm 
February 3rd– Steelhead Spawning @ SS Hatchery 
  Chapter meeting at 7:00pm 
February 17th- Chapter Board meeting at 7:00pm 
 

ODFW Needs Help 

Volunteers are needed to help with processing adult salmon and steelhead at the Oregon Hatchery Research    
Center, located west of Corvallis near Waldport.  Up to 5 volunteers are needed for each shift.  The work is         
outdoors and entails handling large adult fish repeatedly.  Each fish will have a scale sample removed for age   
analysis, length measured, digital photo taken, species and sex identified, and tissue samples taken for analysis. 

 Dates:  From late October thru April, Mondays & Wednesday's.  

 Time:   All day or half day shifts available. 7:30 to 4:30pm with a 1 hour lunch break, please bring a sack lunch. 

 Where:  OHRC is located on Fall Creek road off Hwy 34, 12 miles west of Alsea. 

 Supplies:  Please dress according to weather and bring your own raingear & waders if you have them.  OHRC does 
have some gear on hand if needed. 

 To sign up:  Contact Ryan Couture at 541-487-5510 x100 or by email ryan.b.couture@state.or.us to sign up for a 
shift and get more details. 

Commercial Egg Cures Can Be Lethal 
  A recent report issued by ODFW and OSU researchers concludes that egg cures with higher levels of sodium     
sulfite are deadly to juvenile salmon and steelhead. Tests showed juveniles that ingested these baits died at a much 
higher rate than control groups. Even soaking the eggs prior to feeding them to the fish didn’t make any difference. 
So, it probably means that we should not be throwing used, sulfite-cured baits into the river because they will       
undoubtedly be eaten by small fish or crustaceans. We may want to reconsider even using sulfite-cured baits any 
longer. To read the full article, go to www.oregonlive.com/sports/oregonian/bill_monroe 



Chapter Board Meeting 
December 16, 2009 

 ~ The Chapter currently has $4,078 on hand. 
 ~ The board agreed to consider purchasing a projector for Power Point presentations by guest speakers. Randy                 
     Wilson will get prices and a decision will be made in January.  
 ~ The City of Sweet Home appears to be receptive to some parking and turn-around improvements at the  
     Pleasant Valley Boat Ramp area. Rick Kopf, Bill Nyara and Randy Wilson will take on this project. 
     Preliminary planning for a Disabled Fishing Platform will be taken on by this same group. 
 ~ More signage at the Cheadle Lake boat ramp and on the Pleasant Valley public restroom crediting the Chapter 
    was discussed.  
 ~ A casting contest at the chapter meetings was proposed by Bill & Randy. They will work out the details. 
 ~ The Association’s 50th Anniversary is this year and was discussed. Special recognition at the Chapter Banquet 
     was suggested. 
 ~ Contacting past members was once again discussed. Their reasons for not renewing and their suggestions for                 
     improvement will be asked for. This will be done this winter. 
 ~ Future Chapter projects were discussed. Improved boater access on the main stem Santiam and the South Santiam  
    are needed and was suggested as Chapter goals. Working with the Marine Board, ODFW and Linn County Parks 
    will be necessary to accomplish much. 
~ A grant application has been submitted for pumping facilities at Cheadle Lake. The project, if approved, will 
    begin in April. The nearby canal water will provide much needed fresh water in the lake during the summer. 

Generous Donations 
 
   Once again, The Swanson Agency and Bob Barker Trucking have made a 
cash donation to the Chapter. They are great supporters and we very much 
appreciate it! 
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