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Presidents Message 
Donations 
Our chapter has received some impressive donations in 
the last couple of months.  On the 12th of August 
George Larson, Ron Pockrus, Stan Rich, Billie Giddens, 
and myself met at Bryant Park in Albany to sort out and 
price all of the gear.  It took us almost five hours to go 
through everything, but it was worth it.   A great deal of 
the donations are new/unused or in very nice condition.  
The remainder is in usable shape.   
 
The main categories were salmon, steelhead, trout, 
bass, kokanee, fly fishing, hooks, etc.  We will bring the 
different categories to our meetings according to the 
upcoming seasons for raffles, door prizes, and sale at 
great prices.  For instance, salmon season is about to 
start in the bays and rivers soon so I am bringing salmon 
gear to this meeting.  Steelhead equipment will follow 
in either October or November.  Kokanee, trout, and 
bass gear in the spring meetings, etc.  Fly fishing 
donations included items that are appropriate for both 
winter and summer run steelhead along with trout 
fishing, so it will be at the meetings at the correct time. 
 
New Executive Director  
Our Association has a new Executive Director, Jason 
Wedemeyer.  I have had the pleasure to talk to Mr. 
Wedemeyer about several things, including our 
concerns about our local rivers and bays.  He is very 
interested in the problems that we want help from the 
association to address.  I and the board members have 
our list but to do our jobs correctly we need input from 
you, the members.  Please take a few minutes to write 
down anything that you want to discuss that will impact 
our area fishing, resources, conservation, ect.  We 
cannot even try to solve problems if we do not know 
that they exist to you.  I am putting time in our agenda 
this meeting to discuss your thoughts.  Jason is going to 
join us for our meeting November 3rd. 
 

Upcoming Presentations/Events 
Our newly formed Presentations/Events Committee 
comprised of George Larson, Bill Kramers, and Harold 
Fisher has been hard at work to put together an "A" list 
of Presenters and places to hold our events.  I had asked 
them to work on a list of at least close to six (6) months 
long, then try to keep it current six months out.  Well, 
the committee really outdid itself, especially George.  
They got busy and found guides, biologists, ect. that 
would commit to giving us their time a YEAR in advance.  
They are also implementing an alternative list in case 
something falls through at the last minute.  Thanks guys 
for stepping up to the plate and hitting a home run. 
 
September Meeting 
Note these changes to previous meetings 
 
Thursday, September 1st, 2022 at 6:00PM 1st floor 
Eagles Club, Albany, OR 
 
The presenter at this month's meeting will be Mr. John 
Spangler.  John is the head biologist for the Central 
Coast which covers the Alsea, the Siletz, the Yaquina, 
and several other river/bay systems.  He will give us the 
rundown on predictions for Fall Chinook, Coho, Winter 
Steelhead, Summer Steelhead, ect. in these streams and 
bays.  This meeting can be extremely helpful in planning 
your fishing season this year.  We are very lucky to 
receive this program at this time of year. 
 
October Meeting 
Our presenter Oct 6th is Randy Bales from Lured Beads.  
Randy's topic in October is going to be on rigging for Fall 
Chinook Salmon.  Randy has always given us a great 
night's information and entertainment plus news of his 
guided trips and upcoming products from his company. 
 
November meeting 
Our meeting, the 3rd of November, is going to highlight 
two guests.  Curt Curry from Curry Guide Service is 



giving us lessons for catching Winter Steelhead, not 
sure which river yet.  Curt has always been extremely 
forthcoming with his valuable information on all aspects 
of catching our namesake. 
 
As mentioned earlier, the Association Executive 
Director, Jason Wedemeyer, will be joining us to hear 
our concerns and comments.  Get your thoughts down 
on paper for the meeting. 
 
If you have anyone in mind that may be interested in 
finding out more about our organization, and especially 

our chapter please invite them to a meeting so they can 
find out firsthand what we are all about.  We are still 
looking for individuals that can become either a board 
member or officer in our chapter.  Any concerns or 
comments, please contact me. 
I hope to see everyone at the next meeting!!! 
 
Jim Sallee 
President Mis-valley Chapter NWSH 
jasallee10@gmail.com 
541 905-5495 

 
 
 
FISHING REPORT  

 
This was from a couple of years ago with Curt Curry 
on the Willamette River.  We were back-bouncing 
bait.  I got luckier than usual with three bites, three 
in the net.  The first was a large wild chinook we 
released and the next two were hatchery fish.  
They were a lot brighter than the photo shows.  
Curt always makes the trips enjoyable and lucky.  
 
 
 
 

Call to ANWS Members 
by George Larson 
 
The Mid-Valley Chapter is in need of board 
members and officers.  The current members 
serving have been in place for as long at 10 years 
and our bylaws suggest changing every 3 years.  It 
is hard to run the group and innovate when no one 
else is contributing ideas.  Please consider stepping 
up and becoming an active voice in our non-profit 
group. 
 
We are looking for connections with youth groups 
like the scouts or the schools and maintaining our 
connection with the OSU Bass Club, CCA and 
Willamette Sportsman Show fish pond.  We are 
also trying to figure out how to promote more 
memberships to keep the group vital and active.  If 
you have ideas or contact names please let us 
know or come to a Regular or Board meeting and 
let us know in person. 
 
 
 
Newsletter Note 
We hope you are enjoying this newsletter. If you 
have an article, recipe, picture, or item of interest 
you feel would be a great addition to this 
newsletter, email it to:  billandaj@centurytel.net. 
Please include the words “Steelheaders 
Newsletter” in the subject line. Deadline for 
newsletter items is the 20th of each month.  



My Life with the Mid Valley Chapter of 
NWS    8-18-22 
Written by Ron Pockrus 
 
With being a member of the Albany chapter for 
several years now, I have had the opportunity to 
contribute in so many ways to help others and our 
community. However, that said, the chapter have 
given so much more in return. Being a member is 
not just about becoming a better fisherman, 
learning to tie knots, how to read the water, or 
helping with chapter events, more importantly, it is 
the people. The common denominator that has 
been, and continues to be vital to our many 
successes within the community. 
 
From when I came onboard, the Mid Valley 
Chapter have helped with supporting events from 
anadromous fisheries, to Improvements of boat 
landings, advocating for Veterans, and families.  
Teaching children, and adults to fish, protecting the 
environment, and access to public waterways. Also 
assisting ODFW with fishery management, 
improving habitat and ecology, as well as 
promoting good sportsmanship among Oregon 
citizens of all ages, and many, many more projects 
and events. 
 
There is so much gratification knowing, and 
working with others of the same interests.  It’s the 
individual personalities, the willingness to share 
thoughts, ideas, and lend a helping hand. It 

provides a venue to give back without expectations 
in return. 
The Albany Chapter, like our neighboring chapters, 
have so many wonderful members that have 
contributed so much for our community, and 
others. 
 
It’s all about the Love of God and giving to others. 
 
The ANWS, and its members, are truly a powerful 
source, and one we should all be proud to be 
associated with. 
 

 
One of the early Albany Chapter Newsletters 

 
 
 

 
  



Enter the Garden For 
Wildlife Photo Contest 

 

Calling all photographers! The Garden For Wildlife Photo Contest for 
2022 has started. The entrance fee helps support the Steelheaders' 
work as a National Wildlife Federation affiliate in our mission to protect 
wild habitats and the fisheries of the Northwest. Now through October 
23rd submit your photographs for a chance to win up to $1,000! The 
categories are: 

• People in the Wildlife Garden 
• Certified Wildlife Habitat Landscapes 
• Wildlife Observations Where People Live, Work, Play, 

Learn and Worship 
• Close-up Native Plants and their Wildlife Visitors 
• Young Habitat Photographers: For photographers aged 13-

17 

Visit the Garden For Wildlife Photo Contest website to learn more! 

 

 

19th Anniversary Down the 
River Cleanup 

The Steelheaders have been invited to help out at this year's Down 
the River Cleanup on September 11th. Whether you prefer to help 
from a boat on the water or walking on the shoreline, there are plenty 
of opportunities to help clean up the 22-mile stretch of the Clackamas 
River from Estacada to the confluence with the Willamette River in 
Oregon City. Make sure to stick around for the cookout from 3 pm to 5 
pm! 

WHERE: Designated stations along the Clackamas River 

WHEN: September 11, 2022, 8 am to 5 pm 
 

Register Here  

  

  



 

 

    Mail this membership forms to:       
   George Larson, 414 12th Ave SW, Albany, OR 97321       

Memberships received by the Mid-Valley Chapter will be forwarded to the NW Steelheaders main association.  

 


