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Presidents Message 
We are finally going to start having in-person 
meetings again beginning this month.  The decision 
was made with considerable discussion of the 
Oregon Covid Risk Analyses by county and concern 
for the safety of our members.  Linn, Benton, and 
Marion counties are all still in the "very high" 
category, but down on the lower edge ready to 
turn into the 'High" range.  Our Oregon Governor is 
dropping the indoor mask requirements by the end 
of March or before.  I believe that as long as our 
members use masking and social distancing 
precautions we can safely return to in-person 
meetings.  Masks and hand sanitizer will be on the 
desk as you come through the second set of 
doors.  Please feel free to use them before and 
during the meeting. 
 
The Outdoor Schools fishing program at Camp 
Tadmor will need volunteers again this year.  We 
have supported the fishing class for several years 
and it has always been a fun time for all of us.  This 
year a few of our volunteers that have usually 
participated have health issues that will limit their 
ability to do the normal teaching classes with the 
6th graders.  You don't need to be an expert 
trainer, or be there every day, but we could sure 
use your help.  Please contact myself, George 
Larson, or Ron Pockrus if you want more 
information or would like to join us. 
 
Monthly Events: 
March 
March 2nd, 7:00pm at the Albany Eagles 
Club.  Elise Kelly, our resident ODFW Fish Biologist 
has confirmed that she will be giving us an in-
person presentation concerning the status and 
conditions affecting our local fish and waters.    

April 
Our chapter Annual banquet will be held April 16th, 
5:00pm at the Lebanon American Legion.  The 
tickets will be $30 again this year unless a slight 
increase is necessary due to rising supply 
costs.  Please get your donations ready for the 
auctions, raffles, etc.  Details TBA soon. 
 
May 
The chapter First Annual Swap Meet will take place 
the 7th of May from 10:00am through 6:00pm at 
Bryant Park, Albany.  Prepare up all those fishing 
items that you want to trade off or just get out of 
your garage.  A flyer will be coming out soon with a 
map and other details. 
 
As mentioned earlier, you have a chance to 
volunteer for the fishing event at Camp 
Tadmor May 31-June 3. 
 
June 
June 4th is the date for our annual picnic at 
Waterloo Park in the same pavilion as last 
year.  The event starts at 4:00pm.  Bill Pavlisick is to 
be our master BBQ chef again this year.  The 
attendance last year was the best for a very long 
time.  I think that Bill's BBQ ribs and pulled pork 
were a big reason for this, in addition to all the 
great side dishes and desserts.  We are looking for 
as big, or even bigger participation, this year.  As 
always family and friends are invited. 
 
We are studying the best options for a shad trip in 
June and will discuss details at our monthly 
meeting as June approaches.  We want the trip this 
year to be the best, most fun opportunity possible. 
 



Membership dues 
Just a reminder that we will have the membership 
renewal poster on the wall on the left as you enter 
the meeting room.  Please bring your membership 
up to date with a check or cash if possible.  We still 
accept funds by debit/credit card but we lose 
needed moneys with their use.  Time can be saved 
if you know your membership is due and will bring 
a completed application to the 
meeting.  Applications are also available at the 
meeting or if you cannot attend, send the renewal 
at the end of the newsletter to Ron Pockrus.  We 
are charging full steam ahead and need everyone 
to renew and bring a new member into our fold. 
 

Newsletter articles 
The newsletter is enriched with a couple of great 
fishing articles this month.  I know that everyone 
has at least a few good fishing stories in them 
because I hear them at the meetings and 
gatherings.  Others would really like to hear them 
also.  You do not have to be a polished writer to 
pass on fishing, cooking, boating tips, fly tying/gear 
preparation, etc..  One of the main reasons that 
many of you joined the Steelheaders was to learn 
from others, so pass on your knowledge in our 
newsletter. 
 
Jim Sallee 
President Mid-Valley Chapter NWSH 
jasallee10@gmail.com 
541 905-5495 

 
 
 

Columbia River Walleye Fishing 
By Bill Kremers 
 
A friend and I recently made a three-day trip to 
Rufus Oregon to fish for walleye.  It was a little 
early in the year for walleye fishing, but with the 
coastal rivers at summer levels it seemed like a 
good idea.  In looking at the weather forecast it 
was showing temperatures in the lower 50’s all 
three days and sunny.  I have been fortunate to 
have fished this area with some knowledgeable 
people, so I was confident on where and how to 
fish.  My friend Mitch bought his boat, and I bought 
the tackle.  As we launched, we could not help but 
notice the wind blowing a little harder than 
predicted.  We started fishing at the famous 
walleye hole, known as “Preacher’s Eddy” which is 
just below the John Day Dam.  Mitch tried his best 
to control the boat in the wind, but it was just too 
powerful and after a hour or so we decided to wait 
until tomorrow and hopefully calmer weather.  On 
the second morning the wind was not as bad, but 
still blowing at 10 to 15 mph.  At the ramp we 
talked with guide who was fishing with a couple of 
clients and his dad.  He said it was fishing with 
something he called “24 carets”.    He did cruise by 
us later in the day and said they had landed nine 
walleye, so whatever he was using was 

working.  Our second morning got off to a slow 
start with just a few bites.  Our luck finally changed 
when we switched techniques and 
locations.  Instead of trying to troll in the wind we 
decided to drift with the current and instead of 
fishing 15 to 30 feet of water we went to fifty feet 
of water off of Peach Beach (1 mile above the 
bridge at Briggs).  It was still tough fishing as the 
wind was blowing upriver and the current was 
pushing us downriver.  Our last morning was a 
bust.  The wind was howling at thirty mph or 
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stronger and who knows what the wind chill 
was.  After a very miserable hour we looked at 
each other and we both said “uncle”.  We did both 
agreed to try again when the weather improves. 

 
Techniques:  The first key to caught walleye 
anywhere on the Columbia River is to fish right on 
the bottom.  Walleye are bottom huggers and 
seldom strike anything more than a foot or two off 
the bottom.  The primary technique is to troll with 
a bottom walker (weight on wire spreader) and a 
walleye rig and a night crawler.   Troll as slow as 
possible because walleye are not an aggressive 
biter.  The longer they can see your bait, the 
better.   The second technique is fishing with a 
jig.  There are a variety of walleye jigs on the 
market.  The one I prefer is a dark colored tube 
worm inserted over a ¾ oz torpedo jig.  I add a 
True-Turn stringer hook off the back of the jig and 
then put on a nightcrawler.  Slowly raise and lower 
the jig along the bottom as you drift 
downriver.  Once again, the bite is light, which is 
why I prefer using braided line. 
 

 

 
Where to fish:  This something we struggled with 
on our recent trip.  In the past I have had some 
very good fishing at Preacher Eddy, as this is an 
area walleye like to spawn.  I have had some very 
good fishing along the willows off of Rufus.  Also, 
the Peach Beach area on the Washington side was 
where just about everyone was fishing on our 
recent trip.   Walleye move around from both 
location and depth.  Just because one spot was 
good on a previous trip doesn’t mean they will be 
in the same location on your next trip. 
 
Rods and reels:  The average walleye here is 
around two or three pounds.   My biggest one was 
close to fourteen pounds.  If you are looking for a 
hard fighting fish, you will be disappointed.  For a 
rod, I like medium size rod that is 7 to 8 feet in 
length and something that can easily handle a 2 
oz.  weight.  The same goes for reels, either a 
medium size casting or spinning reel equipped with 
either 20 or 30 pound braid is prefect. 
 
Boat and boat launches:  We launched at the Rufus 
launched (just underneath the freeway).   It is a 
single lane launch, but it has good parking and a 
large picnic area.  There is also a launch on the 
Washington side just above the bridge.  I have not 
launched here in several years, but I know it has a 
couple of lanes and is probably a fee ramp as it is in 
a state park.   There is good camping here with lots 
of shade.  
 
In addition to the fishing, this area of the Columbia 
River is rich in history and has some very 
interesting attractions to check out.  In general, the 
climate here is cold in the winter and hot in the 
summer, an oh yea, there is a very good reason you 
see the hillsides dotted with spinning windmills.  
 

 
  



 
 
GREAT DAY ON THE WATER 
Bob Weiler, my fishing guide for the day, and 
chapter member, took me on a wonderful day of 
fishing on the Siletz River, a couple weeks ago. 
The weather on the river was like a warm spring 
day, the river level a little low, the visibility clear, 
and the fish were spread out throughout the 
system. 
                                    

 
While bobber dogging, Bob expertly maneuvered 
his duck boat downstream, allowing us to maximize 
catching capabilities within the holding areas. 
Yep, we did get a little side tracked to enjoy the 
scenery. 
                                    

 
Things started heating up when we beached the 
duck boat to fish one of Bobs classified spots along 
the river. Bob thought he was hiding downstream.  
I didn’t know at the time, but he had hooked a nice 
steelhead and was working it toward the beach. 
Oops, it felt good before it thru the hook.  

                                          

 
As we moved down river, Bob directed me to “Cast 
right there and for peat’s sake, be ready”: 
 
Well, he was spot on, and as it usually seems to 
work out, fish hits when your head is elsewhere. 
However, with my “cat quick” reaction, I lucked out 
and set the hook in time to bring in a nice native 
chromer, I’m thinking around 40 lb. (OK, OK) 
maybe a little less. 
                                 ,

 



All in all, we had a great day on the water.  I hadn’t 
been steelhead fishing for several years, so it felt 
Great. Thanks again Bob… 
 
It’s a wonderful feeling belonging to a group of 
people, our chapter, who have the same 
compassions toward our fisheries, and the great 
outdoors. 
 
We are truly Blessed with the love of God, living in 
Oregon, and being able to enjoy our friendships in 
the outdoors. 
 
Lastly, I encourage you to take advantage of 
outings like these, as well as other fun events our 
chapter have to offer.  Now that we are at the tail 
end of covid, it’s a great time to reconnect.  
Currently, we are planning to return to live, face to 
face chapter meetings at the Eagles, in down town 

Albany, March 2nd still the first Wed. of each 
month, at 7PM. 
 
The fishing on the rivers, streams, lakes, and ocean 
are now coming on strong.  We have key speakers, 
and several events coming up, and you are 
encouraged to join us. If you don’t have the 
resources, but would like to get out, go fishing, or 
participate, come join us at the next chapter 
meeting. It’s a great way to “HOOK UP” 
You are also welcome to bring family members, or 
friends to the meetings.  We encourage all ages to 
enjoy the many offerings of our chapter. 
For those interested in renewing, or for new 
membership, there is an application form at the 
end of the newsletter. 
Best Wishes    
Ron Pockrus 
 

 
 
 
We went winter steelhead fishing last 
Wednesday, February 9th on the Siletz we floated 
from Mill Park down to Morgan Park. It was a 
beautiful day almost felt spring like. We put in at 
7:30 am and took out at 2:30 pm I ran a 14’6 x 48” 
Koffler drift boat with an 8hp Mercury 4 stroke. We 
were bobber dogging using a combination of beads 
and yarny with a double leader using eggs and 
koon shrimp I caught the first fish off a bank where 
you see the picture with Ron by my boat and lost it 

trying to land it on the bank  we drifted down from 
there and Ron casted out in shoot and landed the 
fish in the picture. He had on a hard 10 ml orange 
bead. The river was running at about 4ft+ and was 
crystal clear. One word of caution the current at 
the Morgan Park take out is nasty. 
  
Tight Lines 
  
Bob Weiler 

 

 

 

Newsletter Note 

We hope you are enjoying this newsletter. If you have an article, recipe, picture, or item of interest you feel 

would be a great addition to this newsletter, email it to:  billandaj@centurytel.net. Please include the words 

“Steelheaders Newsletter” in the subject line. Deadline for newsletter items is the 24th of each month. 
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