
 Northwest Steelheaders    
       Mid-Valley Chapter Newsletter 2021, Vol 7 
Presidents Message 
I hope that everyone is doing well and is either 
fishing for the good Coho numbers or at least 
getting ready for the increasing numbers of the 
salmon in our coastal waters.  I have heard 
several reports of limits already being caught 
when the weather cooperates.  If you are one of 
the lucky ones, remember to send in your 
pictures for our newsletter as well as stories, 
recipes, fishing tips, etc... 
 
New Chapter Officers 
We have had to use an "Interim" clause to keep 
our chapter leadership cadre functioning.  
George Larson has left the Vice Presidents slot 
so he can fill the demanding Treasurers' position 
vacated by Kim Dowe.  Really sorry to see Kim 
let the Treasurer and membership chairmanship 
go, but at least he is remaining a contributing 
member.  Many thanks for all you did Kim.  
Thank our lucky stars that Bill Kremers has 
accepted the interim Vice President position.  
He brings a huge amount of knowledge, 
experience, and reasoning power to help us 
build our chapter activities.  Ron Pockrus 
stepped up to take over as the Membership 
Chairman in addition to his board member 
duties.  Please thank these officers and all the 
others often for their unselfishness in promoting 
our chapter's mission.  
 
August Meeting Activities 
Our chapter is holding our first annual Fishing 
Tackle Swap Meet Wednesday August 18th 
from 10 am to 6 pm at Bryant Park.  Jan Olsen 
suggested this because as she said "If you are a 

fisher-person you probably have way too much 
equipment or would like to trade for more".  To 
make the event even more enticing, we have 
three raffles throughout the day, guides to talk 
to, and plenty of time to swap stories with each 
other.  I know that trolling motors, specialty 
rods and reels, downriggers, and lots of tackle 
will be available.  Bring your unwanted goodies 
for sale, trade, or donation.  Some tables are 
available but bring your table and chairs if you 
have them.  Other chapters are also invited so 
expect a large audience.  Water and sodas are on 
station for sale.  Our hats, t-shirts, and 
sweatshirts are also for sale.  See the map for 
directions. 
 
Any questions or comments please contact me 
at 541 905-5495 or jasallee10@gmail.com  
 
Association Salmon Derby  
The Association is holding a SAVE SALMON 
FALL FISHING DERBY August 28th, 2021.  
There will be team and individual prizes 
presented at a virtual award ceremony.  For 
details contact www.nwsteelheaders.org. 
Sounds like a fun event. 
 
Jim Sallee 
President 
Mid-Valley Chapter NW Steelheaders 
541 905-5495 
jasallee10@gmail.com 
 
 
 

  



 

Memorials 
 

Greetings to all 
 
My name is Ron Pockrus, 
a member of the Mid 
Valley Chapter. I’ve been 
asked to share a few 
thoughts and memories of 
the loss of a very long-
standing chapter member 
and dear friend, Mr. 

Stephen Babjar. 
 
Steve was born December 23rd 1921, and died June 
3rd 2021. 
 
Steve became a member of the Mid Valley Chapter; 
I believe in the late 1970s. 
 
From early on Steve began making major 
contributions to the chapter.  From the huge impact 
he made volunteering at the South Santiam 
Hatchery, to the recent support he provided for our 
Wounded Warrior Events.  He was always 
forthcoming, and ready to assist with chapter, and 
community events. 
 
Steve also volunteered with the local American 
Legion Post 51, and other military activities. 
 

As a new chapter member, I was blessed and 
honored to meet, and get acquainted with Steve. 
One commonality we had, was being USN 
Veterans.  Steve retired from the USN as a Master 
Chief Petty Officer, the highest enlisted rank.  
 
Steve’s final years, were living at the Oregon 
Veteran’s Home in Lebanon.  During my visits, 
Steve would often reminisce about military 
experiences, friends and family, as well as the 
wonderful people he met and became close friends 
with in our chapter.  Often while talking, he would 
smile and chuckle, as his thoughts took him back in 
time.  
 
To me, Steve was “from the old school”. He was 
honest, straight forward, sincere, caring, and had a 
great sense of humor. He meant what he said, and 
live by his word. He was like a father image to me. 
 
Those who knew Steve, knew he was a proud 
Patriot, and had steadfast morals and ethics. He 
truly loved this Country, and served it well. 
 
To Steve, I salute you for friendship, patriotism, and 
the great memories you shared with us. 
 
You may be gone, but you will never be forgotten 
 
Farewell our friend… 

 
 
A memorial service for Sue Pye and luncheon was 
held at the Senior Center in Albany on Saturday 
July 10.  Sue passed away in late June.  As a long-
time member of the Albany, then Mid-Valley, 
Chapter Sue's remembrance was appropriately held 
at the Senior Center.  Nancy McHugh and John 
Snelling were in attendance.  John related a South 

Santiam fishing trip with Sue and husband Bill 
during which he inquired about the sharpness of 
hooks on a plug.  Bill handed over the plug and said 
"see for yourself".  The hooks drew blood just being 
handled! 
 

 
 
 
Newsletter Note 
We hope you are enjoying this newsletter. If you have an article, recipe, picture, or item of interest you feel 
would be a great addition to this newsletter, email it to:  billandaj@centurytel.net. Please include the words 
“Steelheaders Newsletter” in the subject line. Deadline for newsletter items is the 24th of each month. 
 
 



How to Join the Chapter Meetings 
Mid-Valley Chapter Meeting are available using Zoom. This meeting is FREE and open to the public! All 
are welcome to attend.  
 
Join Zoom Meeting using audio and video 

https://zoom.us/j/92332137381?pwd=Q3JCSzFlSEdVWmJkSjNuaXJndVZSUT09 
Meeting ID: 923 3213 7381 
Passcode: 901284 

To join by phone (audio only): 
Dial: 253-215-8782 
Enter meeting ID: 923 3213 7381 
Passcode: 901284 

 
From your computer (if using a cell phone for video and audio, you will need to download a Zoom app): 

• Open the Zoom desktop client or Zoom app 
• Join a meeting using one of these methods: 

o Click Join a Meeting if you want to join without signing in.  
o Or sign in to Zoom then click Join. 

• Enter the meeting ID number and your display name. 
o If you're signed in, change your name if you don't want your default name to appear. 
o If you're not signed in, enter a display name. 

• Select if you would like to connect audio and/or video and click Join. 
 
By Phone audio only: 

• On your phone, dial the teleconferencing number provided in your invite. 
• Enter the meeting ID number when prompted using your dialpad. 

  



 

 

 



 


